THE AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION
SELF-ASSESSMENT TOOL FOR FIELDWORK EDUCATOR COMPETENCY

Fieldwork education is a vital component in preparing students for entry-level occupational therapy
practice. This voluntary self-assessment tool supports the development of skills necessary to be an
effective fieldwork educator (FWE) whose role is to facilitate the progression from student to entry-
level practitioner. This tool was designed to provide a structure for fieldwork educators to assess their
own level of competence and to identify areas for further development and improvement of their
skills. Competency as a fieldwork educator promotes the practitioner’s pursuit of excellence in
working with students and ensures the advancement of the profession.

PURPOSE

Both novice and experienced OTA and OT fieldwork educators can use this tool as a guide for self-
reflection to target areas for professional growth. Proficiency as a fieldwork educator is an ongoing
process of assessment, education, and practice. It 1s essential for fieldwork educators to continually
work toward improving their proficiency in all competency areas as they supervise OTA/OT
students. Use of this assessment tool is intended to be the foundation from which each fieldwork
educator will create a professional growth plan with specific improvement strategies and measurable
outcomes to advance development in this area of practice.

CONTENT
The self-assessment tool includes the following features:

1) Addresses fieldwork educator competencies in the areas of professional practice, education,
supervision, evaluation, and administration.

2) Uses a numerical rating (Likert) scale from 1 (Low Proficiency) to 5 (High Proficiency) to aid in self-
assessment.

3) Includes a “Comment Section” intended to be used by the fieldwork educator in identifying
aspects of competency for self improvement.

4) Results in a “Fieldwork Educator Professional Development Plan.” Fieldwork educators can
use the suggested format for recording a professional development plan of action. The
suggested format or chart may be copied for additional space. Such a plan helps fieldwork
educators meet the standards established for FWE s as stated in the Accreditation Council for
Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE®) Standards and Interpretive Guidelines (2006).

5) Explains terminology, which is based on the Practice Framework 2nd Edition.

WHO SHOULD USE THE TOOL

This self-assessment tool is designed to be used by OTA and OT fieldwork educators at all levels of
expertise in supervising students. While the tool is primarily oriented toward OTA/OT practitioners
who directly supervise OTA and/or OT Level I fieldwork, it can easily be applied to Level I
fieldwork and to non-OT supervisors.



Self-Assessment Tool for Fieldwork Educator Competency

DIRECTIONS

Fieldwork educators should determine the relevance of each competency to the role of the OTA/OT
in their setting. Some competency statements may not be applicable in their setting and/or in their
state (refer to the appropriate OTA/OT role delineation documents). In addition, the “Self-
Assessment Tool for Fieldwork Educator Competency” is to be used for professional development
only. It is not intended to be used as a performance appraisal. However, the fieldwork educator may
certainly include goals articulated in the “Fieldwork Educator Professional Development Plan” in
their annual professional goals.

Self-Assessment Tool:

Circle the number that correlates with your level of competence for each item. The “Comments”
section can be used to highlight strengths, areas that need improvement, etc.

Development Plan:

It is helpful to prioritize the competency areas that need improvement and to select only a few areas
that can realistically be accomplished. Write goals for each of the selected areas and identify
strategies to meet the goals at the same time as establishing a deadline for meeting the goals.

OT practitioners are adept in assessing, planning, and implementing practical and meaningful
continuous quality improvement plans. It is this attribute, plus a desire to support the growth of future
practitioners, that motivates OTAs and OTs to seek methods for gaining and maintaining their
competence as fieldwork educators. We hope this tool is helpful in guiding fieldwork educators on a
journey of self-appraisal and professional development. It meets the immediate need of defining basic
competencies of fieldwork educators. It is in this spirit that the "Self-Assessment Tool" was drafted
and offered as a means for better serving the needs of individuals and the future of occupational
therapy.

Originally developed in 1997 by the COE Fieldwork Issues Committee.
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Self-Assessment Tool for Fieldwork Educator Competency

FIELDWORK EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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